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άBuild Back Betterέ ƛǎΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ƛǘΣ ŀ ƭŀǳŘŀōƭŜ ŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ς as ever, though, the devil is in the 

detail. 

Technology, especially when badly- or under-regulated, can have a tendency to over-promise and 

under-deliver, or (even worse) deliver unintended consequences that subsequently need to be 

άŎƭŜŀǊŜŘ ǳǇέΦ 
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than a real, qualified translator. 

As a consequence of the (largely unregulated) use of computer translation in formal scenarios, court-

cases have begun to arise (initially in the US but now also in Europe) which have, on forensic legal 

ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎΣ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǎǳŎƘ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ άnot reliable translatorsέ όŎƛǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǎǳŎƘ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ courtΩǎ written 

judgement) and having the characteristic of producing often meaningless but sometimes dangerous 

mis-translations. This has led to legal decisions and legal outcomes being overturned purely because 

courts found that computer translations were sufficiently inaccurate and misleading to result in the 

wrong outcome being reached, particularly when used by law agencies such as police. 

¢ƘŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΩǎ ǇǳǎƘ-ōŀŎƪ ƛǎΥ άoh, Artificial Intelligence will sort that outέ ōǳǘΣ ǎƻ ŦŀǊΣ ƛǘ 

ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ŀƴȅǘƛƳŜ ǎƻƻƴΤ ŀƴŘΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ !L ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜǎ ŀŎŎǳǊŀŎȅ ŀ ōƛǘΣ ƛǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ άsort 

outέ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴƻƴ-technical problems with computer translation, of which there are many (such as 

the legal issues mentioned here). 

A key issue is regulation ς ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ άBuild Back Betterέ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘǳǊƴ ƻǳǘ in 

practice ǘƻ ōŜ άBuild Back on the Cheap without appropriate RegulationέΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŀǿ-
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 100% have no policy ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƛǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ άŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴέ ōȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ όƻƴƭȅ м Ƙŀǎ άƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜέ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƛǘύΤ 

 100% have not carried out (or commissioned independent) research on the suitability, accuracy, 

quality or lŜƎŀƭ ŘŜŦŜƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ άŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴέ ōȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΤ 

 100% do not monitor 



άBuild Back Betterέ, Technology and Regulation. 

 

Copyright  

http://www.whatdotheyknow.com/

